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SALE  SUMMARY
                         2018         2017
Offered          102            103
Sold                 92             103
Top                  $7400       $5800
Av                    $1873       $2045

MERNOWIE Poll Merino 
stud’s even line-up of com-
mercially-relevant Poll Me-
rinos attracted solid support 
at the Marrabel stud’s 31st 
on-property sale on Friday.

In the breakdown, 92 of 
102 rams sold at a $1873 
average, with the sale top of 
$7400 surpassing last year’s 
price peak by $1600.

The top price was achieved 
as soon as bidding got under 
way, with the $7400 ram cat-
alogued at lot 1.

This ram was a big vol-
ume sire with an impressive 
120-kilogram bodyweight 
and a yearling clean fleece 
weight figure of 23 to match. 
It was knocked down to Sam 
Prizibilla, A&M Przibilla, 
Riverton, who selected the 
sire for its bodyweight, mi-
cron and staple length.

The Przibillas are shearing 
every six months and like 
the direction the Mernowie 
breeding program is headed 
in, with good wool and great 
carcase shape.

Another highlight in the 
line-up was Mernowie 512, 
the stud’s Fibre Meat Plus 
class winner at the recent 
Royal Adelaide Show. Of-
fered at lot 2, this ram was 
snapped up by Alex Horne 
and Leonie Mills, Morley 
stud, Cowell, for $7000. Mr 
Horne selected the ram at 
Mernowie’s inspection day 
in August.

Mernowie 512 had im-
pressive balanced Australian 
Sheep Breeding Values of 7.6 
yearling weight, 23 YCFW, 0 
yearling fat and 0.4 yearling 
eye muscle depth. Ms Mills 
said 512 would be an “out-
standing impact wool sire, 
being 16.7 micron and sired 
by the top breeding sire Wil-
landra Desmond”.

The sale’s stellar start 
continued, with previous 
top price buyers the Groves 
family, Karawa, Booleroo 
Centre, securing lots 4, 5 and 
6 to $6800, averaging $5133.

Regular Mernowie sup-
porter Grant Burge, Burge 
Estates, Tanunda, took 23 
rams to $3000, averaging 
$1726. 

“We select for plainer 
types with good wools and 
carcase figures that are true 
dual-purpose sheep that suit 

our high rainfall properties,” 
Mr Burge said.

Competition throughout 
the sale came from I&M Kel-
ly, Lock, who bought six rams 
to $2800, averaging $1883. 

Other volume buyers 
included Miller Partners, 
Riverton, with six rams to 
$1500, averaging $1050, and 
Andriske Farms, Loxton, 
with four to $3000 three 
times, averaging $2800.

LW&SD Tiller, Balaklava, 
bought four rams to $2400, 
averaging $1900, while Neal 
Props, Eudunda, secured 
four rams to $1800, averag-
ing $1400. Prostock Mount 
Compass was successful on 
10 rams for clients.

Mernowie principal Ian 
Rowett was happy with the 
outcome, especially given 
some buyers were not able 
to operate due to seasonal 
conditions.

“We put up the same 
number of rams to ensure 
value for our clients,” he said. 
“There was very good com-
petition at the top end.”

Elders Roseworthy con-
ducted the sale, and auction-
eer Tom Penna compliment-
ed the line-up for its carcase 
shape and positive fats.
                              – MARK SCOWN

EYE-CATCHING: Elders auctioneer Tom Penna, buyer Sam Przibilla, Riverton, and 
Mernowie stud's David Rowett, Marrabel, holding the top price ram.

Rowetts’ sale starts 
in spectacular style

Bids fly to $7000 for Flairdale heavy-cutters
SALE SUMMARY
                   2018            2017
Offered    75                 72
Sold          64                 64
Top           $7000           $5400
Av             $2320           $2159

THE biggest crowd seen at 
Flairdale Poll Merino stud’s 
annual ram sale at Cooke 
Plains ensured it hit new 
heights on Monday.

The sale average lifted 
$161 on 2017 to a record 
$2320, with Wayne, Lindy 
and Matt Lehmann selling 64 
of 75 upstanding, heavy-cut-
ters at their sale.

Lot 1, an 18.3 micron ram, 

topped the sale at $7000, 
selling to Lee Slape, Coo-
mandook.

His nine-year-old son Ty-
ler is keen to start a small Poll 
Merino stud after entering 
some of the family’s fleeces 
in the Coonalpyn Show.

Tyler said the long-stapled 
ram he was calling “Thump-
er” was a “big-bodied ram 
with crimpy, white wool.”

The 113.5-kilogram ram 
was an AI-bred son of Poll 
Boonoke 150026, a ram that 
was the Fibre Meat Plus class 
winner at the 2016 Royal Ad-
elaide Show.

The sale-topper had many 

Australian Sheep Breeding 
Values ranking in the top 
20 per cent, including clean 

fleece weight of 21.28.
Several lots later, Dale Pax-

ton, Vivonne Bay, bought a 

20.5M son of Wallaloo Park 
130132 for the second-high-
est price of $6000. The lot 13 
ram was among his seven 
buys for a $4114 average.

Two Orroroo buyers 
topped the volume buyer list 
with eight rams each, receiv-
ing two Rod’s Stock Blocks 
for their bidding strength.

Laskey Farming secured 
their tally throughout the 
catalogue to a $5800 high, 
averaging $3050, while Kevin 
and Scott Bartlett averaged 
$1513 for their eight rams.

Despite bids flying in the 
first half of the catalogue 
there were still plenty of 

opportunities in the second 
half with 16 rams making 
$800 to $1000.

Stud co-principal Wayne 
Lehmann said he was happy 
with the sale, especially at-
tracting four new clients.

“Strong competition be-
tween three to four loyal, 
top-end buyers saw a num-
ber of rams make $5000-plus 
and a couple of good volume 
orders kept things rolling,” 
Landmark auctioneer Rich-
ard Miller said.

Elders’ Laryn Gogel 
shared the auctioneering 
with Mr Miller.

– CATHERINE MILLER

TYLER'S PICK: Lee Slape, Coomandook, and sons Isaac 
and Tyler, with their agent Luke Schreiber, bought the 
$7000 top price ram. They are with Elders auctioneer 
Laryn Gogel and Flairdale's Matt Lehmann.

SALE SUMMARY
                       2018       2017
Offered        100          96
Sold              100          94
Top                $2400     $2000
Av                  $1537     $1204

IN LINE with the buoyancy 
of the lamb industry, strong 
bidding at the Hart family’s 
Glen Devon Poll Dorset stud 
on-property auction at Two 
Wells on Monday resulted in 
a total clearance of 100 rams 
to $2400, averaging $1537.

This was a big average lift 
of $333 on last year’s result 
and was built on the back of 
strong commercial demand.

The gallery was dominat-
ed by repeat buyers from 
three states, along with a few 
new faces.

But, such was the bidding 
strength of a key group of 
regulars that few others got a 
serious look in. 

Brenton Lush and his son 
Nathan, Corriedale Hills 
stud, Inman Valley, came 
specifically to buy lot 3, GD 
170276, sired by Leenala 
150007 and boasting a eye 
muscle area value of 2.2 
and a Carcase Plus index of 
200.3. To Brenton’s surprise, 
he was able to secure it with 
a $2200 bid, so he then bid 
to the sale top of $2400 for 
lot 5, GD 170361Tw by Der-
rynock 140015.

“Both these rams are very 
good for early growth, body 
length and the clean points 
that we are looking for, plus 
they offer different outcross 
bloodlines, so we are very 
happy to have picked up 
two rams within our budget 
range,” Brenton said.

Splitting them at lot 4 was 
GD 170379, sired by Kentish 
Downs 150467, the ram that 
carried the tri-coloured 
ribbon for junior champion 
ram at the Royal Adelaide 
Show. Michael Cook, Bsar-
ma Farming, Minlaton, took 
the July 2017-drop ram home 

with a $2200 bid.
Mr Cook said he expected 

to have to pay a lot more and 
while he also had a bigger 
budget, no one was prepared 
to push him beyond com-
mercial value.

Two strong regulars start-
ed their buying at the top 
end of the catalogue. Lloyd 
Mudge, Port Wakefield, bid 
to $2200 in picking up six top 
rams averaging $1470, filling 
his needs by lot 27.

Going one better was Jim 
Downer, Mt Beevor, Nairne, 
with seven rams to $2100, av-
eraging $1871. Similarly, he 
finished his buying at lot 29.

Nanni DiGiorgio, S&R 
DiGiorgio, Lucindale, buy-
ing through Pinkerton Palm 
Hamlyn & Steen Naraco-
orte’s Robin Steen, started 
his buying account with lot 
8 for $2000 and finished with 
the final lot in the catalogue 
at $1300.

The DiGiorgio family has 
been a long-term supporter 
of the Hart family’s rams, 
and Mr DiGiorgio was once 
again the biggest individual 
buyer with 22 rams averaging 
$1655.

Keeping the strong bid-
ding going was BR&C Ouyen 
agent Darren Old, Vic. Op-
erating for four clients, Mr 
Old bought 34 rams in total, 

paying to $2000 and averag-
ing $1435.

Bringing the third state in-
to play was AWN Goulburn, 
NSW, agent Denis Hewitt, 
who secured six rams for 
three clients.

Long-term Glen Dev-
on supporters Adam and 
Leanne Jamieson, Adalis 
Pastoral, Snowtown, suc-
cessfully bid on 10 rams av-
eraging $1260 in the auction.

Glen Devon’s Lachlan 
Hart said the family was 
pleased with the level of sup-
port shown by their clients.

“We never take that sup-
port for granted, but it is 
wonderful when we get an 
endorsement of our breed-
ing program like we have 
today,” he said.

“We have deliberately not 
joined the race to produce 
the highest figured sheep, 
but instead aim to produce 
functional, highly fertile 
and active sheep that offer 
higher performance with 
consistency and durability, 
ensuring buyers can get 
longer productive breeding 
life and value out of the rams 
they purchase.”

Landmark Clare and El-
ders Roseworthy conducted 
the sale, with Landmark’s 
Gordon Wood taking bids.
                                   – IAN TURNER

STUD SUPPORT: Brenton Lush, Corriedale Hills, Inman 
Valley, and his son Nathan (second from right) inspect 
their $2400 top price ram with Glen Devon's Rob Hart and 
Landmark auctioneer Gordon Wood.

Tight competition for 
Glen Devon offering


